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BY-LAW 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

Department of Pacific Areas
District VII

Post 2485

Angeles City, Philippines

POST BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

Name, Location, AND PURPOSE
Section 101 – Name:  By virtue of charter granted, the Post shall be known as Angeles City Post 2485 (hereinafter, Post), of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (hereinafter, VFW).
Section 102 – Location:  The location of the Post shall be in Angeles City, Philippines.
Section 103 – Purpose:  The purpose of the Post shall be as set forth in Section 3 of the Congressional Charter of the VFW.
ARTICLE II

SUBORDINATION
Section 201 – Subordination:  The supreme power of this association is vested in the National Convention, and the Post shall be governed at all times by the Congressional Charter and By-Laws of the VFW, By-Laws of the Department of Pacific Areas (hereinafter, Department), orders issued by authority of the National Convention, National Council of Administration, Commander-in-Chief, Department Convention, Department Council of Administration, and Department Commander.  Resolutions adopted by National or Department Conventions are held to be lawful orders.
ARTICLE III

MEETINGS

Section 301 – Place:  The regular meeting place of the Post shall be at the Post House located at 381 Santol Road, Clarkview Subdivision, Angeles City, Philippines.  The Post may change its meeting place in accordance with the provisions of Section 206 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.

Section 302 –Time:  The regular meeting of the Post shall be held on the 1st Sunday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  The Post may, after at least fourteen (14) days notice via electronic communications with written backup to the Department Commander and members of the Post, change the meeting place, appointed day or time upon majority vote of the members at a regular or special meeting.
Section 303 – Special Meeting:  A special meeting may be called in accordance with Section 203 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.
Section 304 – Quorum:  Six (6) members in good standing shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
Section 305 – Rules of Order:  The rules of order governing the conduct of business during meetings shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section 1001, 1004, and 1005 of the Manual of Procedure and Ritual of the VFW.
Section 306 – Guests:  With approval of the Commander/Committee Chairperson, in accordance with Section 203 of the National By-Laws, any member or guest may attend a Post/Committee meeting.  Such visiting member or guest shall have no voice unless recognized by the Commander/Committee Chairperson, and shall have no voting privileges.
ARTICLE IV
Membership 

Section 401 – Membership:  All matters concerning membership in the Post, including eligibility, application, acquisition and maintenance, loss, and discipline, shall be in accordance with the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.
Section 402 – Admission Fee:  The admission fee for new annual members of this Post shall be as prescribed by Department and National By-Laws.
Section 403 – Annual Dues:  The dues of the Post shall not be less than the amount required to cover Department and National dues.  The Post members shall determine Post dues or changes thereof at a regular meeting and the Post Quartermaster shall report the results to National.
Section 404 – Members in Good Standing:  Pursuant to Section 105 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure, members who have paid their current annual dues up to December 31 are in good standing, and cease to be in good standing on January 1 immediately following the year for which they paid their dues.  If members pay their annual dues within one year of being delinquent, they shall be considered in good standing.  Members whose dues are unpaid for more than one year may reinstate their membership as prescribed in Section 106 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.
ARTICLE V
OFFICERS

Section 501 – Elected and Appointed:  Eligibility to, nomination, election or appointment, installation, and term of office shall be in accordance with the provisions of Sections 215, 216 and 217 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.

Section 502 – Duties:  The duties of Post officers shall be as prescribed by National and Department By-Laws, lawful orders of the Post, and these By-Laws.

Section 503 – Report of Elections:  The Quartermaster shall complete the multi-copy Report of Elections as soon as feasible after Post elections in April, and send the designated copies to National, Department, and District.  Changes to the Post Commander or Quartermaster positions, or to Post dues, shall be reported to National on the prescribed form.
Section 504 – General Orders:  The Post shall publish General Orders as necessary.  General Order One shall list all elected and appointed officers, as well as other information for the ensuing year.  The published date shown on the General Order shall be the date the Department Commander is installed and shall be the date that all Post officers assume their duties.  General Order One and later revisions shall be sent to the Department and District Adjutants and to all Post officers/committee chairpersons.
ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES AND DUTIES

Section 601 – Appointments:  Unless otherwise provided for herein, the Commander shall appoint the chairpersons and members of all committees as promptly as possible after election to office, and they shall serve at his will and pleasure.  The Quartermaster shall be treasurer of all committees handling funds.

Section 602 – Standing Committees:  The Standing Committees of the Post shall be as follows:

(a)  Post Budget
(b)  Post House

(c)  Post Relief
(d)  Post Review (reviews by-laws, contracts, agreements, membership eligibility, etc.)
(e)  Post Veteran’s Assistance
Section 603 – Post House Committee:  The Post House Committee (hereinafter, PHC) shall be elected and appointed to manage certain matters related to Post property including operation of the Canteen.  It shall consist of not less than five (5) voting members, with the general membership electing three (3) regular members and the Commander appointing two (2) primaries.  In addition, the Commander shall appoint two (2) alternates.  The Commander and Quartermaster, by virtue of their offices, shall monitor and advise at PHC meetings in a non-voting capacity.  The Commander shall appoint the PHC Chairperson from among the five (5) elected and appointed PHC members.  Elected PHC members may be removed pursuant to Section 220 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.  Trustees shall not serve on the PHC, and elected PHC members shall not be considered Post officers as set forth in Section 216 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.  The following are general policy and management guidelines for the PHC:
(a) Responsible for the cleanliness and upkeep of the Post House and the equipment therein.
(b) Shall be in charge of any rental of the Post House and shall exercise sufficient supervision over tenants to ensure protection of the Post’s name and property.

(c) Authorized such expenditures for repairs and purchases as may be necessary for the preservation and protection of the Post House and its equipment, provided that the total expenditures do not exceed $300.00 per calendar month.
(d) The Post shall adopt such further rules and regulations governing operation of the Canteen as do not conflict with the provisions of this Section.  Such rules and regulations shall only become effective upon approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present at a regular meeting, or at a special meeting called for that purpose.
(e) The Quartermaster shall be the treasurer of the PHC.

ARTICLE VII

CONTROL OF SUBSIDIARY UNITS

Section 701 – Control:  Any activity, unit or Canteen sponsored, conducted or operated by the Post, whether incorporated separately from the Post or not, shall be at all times under direct control of the Post.  The general membership shall approve Canteen By-Laws that will become effective after review and approval of Department.
Section 702 – Custody:  All money, property, and assets of every kind, as well as all related records, held and owned by any of the above activities, are the property of the Post and shall be placed in the care and custody of the Quartermaster.

Section 703 – Other Units:  For purposes of this Article, Articles XI, XII, and XIII, respectively, of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure, and their respective By-Laws and Regulations, govern the Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW, the Military Order of the Cootie and its Ladies Auxiliary, and the Men’s Auxiliary.  The general membership may authorize formation of these subordinate units by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at a regular or special meeting.
ARTICLE VIII

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS

Section 801 – Authorization:  All checks for the expenditure of Post funds shall be numbered in sequence, the number of each check to correspond with the voucher authorizing the expenditure.  Checks shall be signed by either the Quartermaster or in his absence the Assistant Quartermaster and countersigned by one other Post officer authorized to do so by signature card at the bank or credit union where Post funds are on deposit.
Section 802 – Payment of Bills:  The adoption of this Article shall constitute authorization by the Post to pay all authorized bills, provided that the amounts to be paid shall have been previously established by the Post.

Section 803 – Other Expenditures:  No other payment or expenditures shall be made except with the specific authorization of the Post.

ARTICLE IX

COMPENSATION

Section 901 – Services:  No compensation shall be paid to any Post officer for his services, except as hereinafter may be provided.
Section 902 – Quartermaster Compensation:  The Quartermaster may receive compensation for services rendered, with the initial amount authorized by majority vote of the membership at a regular or special meeting.  Authorization of compensation is to be considered as part of the Post fiscal year budget, therefore, if during the year a monetary change is required, it shall take a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the membership at a regular or special meeting to adopt.
ARTICLE X

FUND RAISING PROMOTIONS/SOLICITATIONS

Section 1001 – Solicitation:  The Post shall solicit funds only after the members vote on and pass a motion to do so.  The Post, with the exception of soliciting authorized by District or Department, shall not solicit funds or donations or otherwise engage in fund-raising activities or projects outside the immediate geographical area of the Post except with a Post member.
Section 1002 – Fund-Raiser Agreement: Fund-raising organizations or individuals conducting solicitations, activities, or projects for a profit shall not be engaged or used by the Post for such purpose unless such engagement is made by written agreement between the Post and the organization or individuals providing the services.  The form of any such agreement must be submitted to the Department Commander for review at least thirty (30) days prior to the Post entering into any such agreement.
ARTICLE XI

MISCELLANEOUS

Section 1101 – Address Change:  Members of the Post shall keep the Post Adjutant advised of their current address by promptly reporting any change.

Section 1102 – By-Laws Distribution:  A copy of these By-Laws shall be distributed to each elected and appointed officer of the Post, and one copy shall be posted on the bulletin board.

Section 1103 – Demeter’s Manual:  For all Post procedures not provided by the Congressional Charter and By-Laws or these By-Laws, Demeter’s Manual of Parliamentary Law and Procedure shall be the authority.  It shall be the duty of the Judge Advocate, as necessary, to advise the Commander on the proper rule or rules.

Section 1104 – Speeches:  Members shall not be permitted to speak at meetings on the same subject (pro or con) more than twice:  the first time no longer than five (5) minutes, and the second time no longer than three (3) minutes.  Exceptions include committee reports and messages by visiting guests.
Section 1105 – Electronic Communication:  Electronic communication via email or facsimile is considered an official method of communication for the Post.  When conducting business electronically, caution should be used to ensure there is no conflict with the National By-Laws or Manual of Procedure concerning written or mail notification, legal matters, and similar matters. For articles in the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure where it specifically indicates that mail shall be used, then electronic communication can initially be used followed by regular mail.
Section 1106 – Past Officers:  Past officers are members who were elected and installed, appointed, or succeeded to a vacancy in a Post officer position and:  (1) served to the end of their term; (2) died before the expiration of their term; (3) ceased to hold office by reason of a consolidation of units; or (4) resigned to enter active military service or, while on active duty, resigned office due to a permanent change of station.
Section 1107 – Surrender or Suspension and Revocation of Charter:  The surrender or suspension and revocation of the Post Charter for any reason shall be pursuant to Section 210, 211, or 212 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.
ARTICLE XII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1201 – Approval:  These By-Laws shall become effective after adoption by the Post and review and approval by the Department Commander and the Commander-in-Chief.

Section 1202 – Amendments:  These By-Laws may be amended by the general membership by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present at a regular or special meeting.  The amended By-Laws, however, shall be announced at the preceding meeting and publicly posted on the bulletin board at least fifteen (15) days prior to voting on them.  They shall also be made available electronically or in hard copy to any member requesting them.  All amendments shall be forwarded through channels and reviewed by the Department Commander and the Commander-in-Chief before becoming effective.

Section 1203 – Conflict:  Wherever these By-Laws or subsequent amendments conflict with the present or any future National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure, or Department By-Laws, the latter shall prevail and be binding upon the Post as though written herein, and appropriate revisions shall be made to these By-Laws.
These By-Laws were adopted, subject to review and approval of the Department Commander and the Commander-in-Chief at the regular meeting of the Post in Angeles City, Philippines, held on 1 February 2009.
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